
CHINA FOREST, LOG & LUMBER OUTLOOK 
SUPPLY, DEMAND & PRICES TO 2030/2035

STRATEGIC ANALYSIS AND OUTLOOK

•	 Comprehensive overview of China’s domestic 
forests, wood products industry, imported supply 
and processing sectors

•	 Domestic forestry costs, growth rates and prices

•	 Cost-competitiveness of China’s domestic timber 
supply for lumber, wood panels and  
pulp manufacturing

•	 Analysis of Chinese construction and 
housing market and wood products 
consumption trends, with a forecast 
on what can be expected, and when

•	 Perspectives and trends on key log 
and lumber suppliers to China looking 
out to 2035, including Russia, Central 
Europe, New Zealand, the US, Canada 
and others in the top 10

•	 Outlook on China’s plantation harvest, 
and log and lumber industry production, 
exports and imports

•	 Log/lumber trends and price forecasts to 2035

•	 Hardwood woodchip demand  
and supply outlook to 2035
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Why a report on China now? 

Quite simply, the Chinese market has been critical to the global 
wood products export industry for almost 15 years. China’s un-
precedented demand growth is currently stalled, and exporters 
need to know more about if and when China’s economic growth 
and wood products demand will rise, and by how much, and 
expected raw material shortages in China.

While there have been some short-term projections and ”desk 
study” data/statistical reports put out by a few desk-bound 
economists and data-gatherers, these are normally not useful 
to those in the log or lumber trade who need grounded perspec-
tives, not to mention outlooks. 

To provide the wood products trade with a better read and 
perspective on what’s next for China’s forests, market and 
import requirements, Russ Taylor Global 
and Margules Groome are teaming up 
to present an analysis and outlook of 
China’s plantations, and log and lumber 
supply/demand looking out to 2030/2035. 
Fieldwork in China has been conducted 
by both firms, and a joint timber, log and 
lumber price forecast will be one of the 
report’s highlights. This will also include a 
supply/demand outlook for China’s rapidly 
expanding hardwood pulp sector.

Russ Taylor has produced four previous China outlook reports (2006, 2010, 2013 and 
2018) and various private client forecasts. Russ’s previous China reports comple-
ment three landmark reports on the Russian timber and lumber industry and anoth-
er 38 multi-client outlooks covering a variety of countries, products and topics. In 
addition, during his 35 trips to China, Russ has organized and managed nine inter-
national industry tours in China and managed/co-managed ten successful China 
conferences.

Margules Groome are independent consultants to the forest, wood products, bio-
solutions, and pulp and paper sectors. In 2021/22, Margules Groome valued ~US$30 
billion worth of timberland, covering two million hectares in 15 countries. The 
continuous monitoring and analysis of the Chinese market is a key component of its 
valuation and transaction advisory services.

This report will be 
complemented by 
contributions from 
other global experts
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Two China research efforts in one unparalleled report
Russ Taylor Global: Covers imported logs and lumber and the dynamics of the sawmilling industry. 

Margules Groome: Covers Chinese domestic plantations and timber supply versus anticipated end-use 
demand/competitiveness, with a focus on hardwood chips. 

Both groups have completed extensive field research in China and will be presenting a joint log and 
lumber price forecast.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

OVERVIEW (Joint)

1	 INTRODUCTION

	 Government Policies, One Belt/One Road Program,  
    Industrial Development and Ports

	 Overview of China’s Forest Industry, Incentives and  
    Impediments

2	 CHINA’S MACROECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

	 Key Issues in China’s Economy and 
    Macroeconomic Outlook

	 SECTION 1: China Softwood Industry (Lead: RTG)

3	 SOFTWOOD LUMBER END-USE SEGMENTS

	 Historical Trends in All End-Use Segments

4	 SOFTWOOD DEMAND DRIVERS 

	 Housing and Construction Trends/Issues/Outlook

	 Regional Market Trends   

5	 SOFTWOOD LOG/LUMBER IMPORT SUPPLY DRIVERS 
	 (from fieldwork) 

	 Price-Competitiveness/Tariffs/Restrictions/Regulations

	 Supply Availability/Logistics

	 Current Supply Situation 

6	 CHINA SOFTWOOD LOG & LUMBER 

	 Log Imports by Country 

	 Overview of China Lumber Production

7	 CHINA SOFTWOOD DEMAND/SUPPLY OUTLOOK 2035

	 Sawlog Imports by Country

	 Lumber Consumption by End Use 

	 Lumber Imports by Country

	 Log and Lumber Demand/Production Outlook
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SECTION 2: China Hardwood Forest Industry (Lead: MG)

8	 STRATEGIC FOCUS OF CHINA’S FOREST INDUSTRY

	 Purposes of Forest Establishment 

	 Commercial Forest Focus Change

9	 HARDWOOD END-USE SEGMENTS/DEMAND DRIVERS

	 Lumber, Panels, Furniture, Pulp & Paper and Bioenergy

10 	 DOMESTIC HARDWOOD FORESTRY COST STRUCTURE

	 Growth Rates, Costs and Prices

11 	 COST-COMPETITIVENESS OF CHINA DOMESTIC SUPPLY

	 Hardwood Plantation Competitiveness in Pulp & Paper  
    Manufacturing

	 Hardwood Competitiveness in Lumber and Engineered  
    Wood Products

	 Import Substitution Risks

SECTION 3: Log & Lumber Outlook to 2035 (Joint)

12	 SOFTWOOD IMPORTED LOG PRICE OUTLOOK/ 
IMPORTED LUMBER PRICE OUTLOOK

SECTION 4: Hardwood Woodchips Outlook (Lead: MG)

13	 HARDWOOD WOODCHIP SUPPLY/DEMAND OUTLOOK
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Name ___________________________________________________________

Title ______________________________________________________________

Company __________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________________

State/Prov _________________________________________________________

Country ___________________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________

You will be invoiced with 

banking details for Electronic 

Funds Transfer (EFT) 

	 – OR –

Remit payment by CHEQUE to 

Russ Taylor Global (written 

on a North American banking 

institution).

PRICING OPTIONS

CHINA FOREST, LOG & LUMBER OUTLOOK
SUPPLY, DEMAND & PRICES TO 2030/2035

		  PRICE
	 	

CHINA FOREST, LOG & LUMBER OUTLOOK 
For use at a single location. Includes Q&A session for 20–30 minutes*		  US$5,000

REPORT DATA TABLES (Excel)	 	 US$700

CORPORATE SUBSCRIPTION: For use at multiple locations. Includes Q&A session for 60 minutes.	 PLEASE CALL FOR PRICING 

PRESENTATIONS: Available on request	 PLEASE CALL FOR PRICING 

Have questions? Email us at any of the 
addresses shown here.

Further details and updates will be provided at russtaylorglobal.com and margulesgroome.com.

Russ Taylor: russtaylor@russtaylorglobal.com 

Rudolf van Rensburg: rudolf.rensburg@margulesgroome.com  

Brian Johnson: brian.johnson@margulesgroome.com

*Extra charges will apply for additional time
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